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Minutes

Board of County Commissioners

Regular Meeting

1. 9:00 - Call to the Public

March 24, 2026

The "Call to the Public" agenda item is a time when the community members may

bring forth items of interest or concern that are not already on the day's agenda. If

you would like to speak about an agenda item, please hold your comments until

that time in the meeting. The format is presentation, but the BOCC or staff may

answer straightforward questions, and the Chair may limit speaker time to 3

minutes. No formal action may be taken on topics raised in Call to the Public due to

Colorado Open Meetings Law. Any topics that require back-and-forth dialogue will

be referred to commissioners or staff for discussion outside the meeting or placed
on a future work session or agenda for action. Written comments can be submitted
electronically via our website.

The meeting on March 24, 2026 was called to order at 9:00 AM by the Chair of the
Board.

Erik Fallenius presented a cycling event that he is proposing for a special event permit.

John Hill, Ridgway Chamber of Commerce, commented in support of the special event
proposed by Fallenius.

Dianne Eschmann, representing Great Old Broads for Wilderness, commented in

support of a proposal to close a section of Upper Yankee Boy and discussed issues

regarding recreational OHVs.

Richard Weber III and Tyler Ferguson, on behalf of the West Arm Ditch company, asked

for a new culvert under County Road 23 due to stagnant water in the ditch. He

acknowledged a meeting with Road and Bridge Superintendent Ty Barger, in which he
learned that the culvert and County Road 23 were moved from this year to next year

due to budget constraints.

County Attorney Caselli suggested an on-site meeting to see if something could be
done in the short-term.

Commissioner Niece, Commissioner Padgett and Weber discussed the culvert issue.

Commissioner Niece asked County Manager Antonio Mendez to work with Weber and

county staff to come up with a solution.

Commissioner Nauer acknowledged the issue and agreed with the other commissioners

to find a compromise.

Commissioner Padgett suggested this should be done for all ditches and ditch

companies that have elevation issues.
All three commissioners discussed the culvert issues on County Road 23.

Richard Weber Jr. suggested the culvert needs immediate attention.

Vicky Halls, on behalf of Ridgway Ouray Community Council, commented in support of
vehicular closure of the Upper Yankee Boy Road.a

Robyn Cascade, Ridgway resident, commented on the overuse of the high alpine by
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some user groups and urged the board to listen to local constituents, rather than outside

groups. She also suggested changing the name of Cesar Chavez day.
Commissioner Padgett and Commissioner Nauer discussed conversations they have
had with motorized user groups from around the state.

a. Public Comments:

2. 9:30 - Consent Agenda

M/S/P Motion was made by Commissioner Padgett and seconded by
Commissioner Nauer to approve the consent agenda. Motion Passed (3 - 0).

a. Request for approval of Expenditures:

i. Human Services Warrants:

b. Request for approval of the Clerk's MV and ERTB forms for February 2026:

c. February Public Trustee Report:

3. 9:35 - General Business

a. Request for adoption of Proclamation 2026-003 recognizing April 6-12 as

National Public Health week:

Presented by Kristin Kelley, Ouray County Public Health Director.

M/S/P Motion was made by Commissioner Nauer and seconded by Commissioner
Padgett to adopt Proclamation 2026-003 recognizing April 6-12 as National Public

Health Week. Motion Passed (3- 0).

Director Kelley shared appreciation for each of the Public Health staff members.

b. Request for adoption of Proclamation 2026-004 recognizing April 2026 as
Child Abuse Prevention Month:

Presented by Linnea Edwards, Ouray County Human Services Director.

M/S/P Motion was made by Commissioner Nauer and seconded by Commissioner

Padgett to adopt Proclamation 2026-004 recognizing April 2026 as Child Abuse
Prevention Month. Motion Passed (3 - 0).

c. Request for adoption of Proclamation 2026-005 recognizing April 2026 as

Sexual Assault Awareness Month:

Presented by Justin Perry, Ouray County Sheriff.

M/S/P Motion was made by Commissioner Padgett and seconded by

Commissioner Nauer to adopt Proclamation 2026-005 and proclaim April 2026 as














